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first published in 1981 this unique study discusses the evolution of plato s thought through the
actual developments in athenian democracy the book also demonstrates plato s continuing
responses to changes in political theory and argues for a new understanding of plato s goals for
the state and his ultimate concern for the moral well being of the citizens

courage is knowing what not to fear plato one of the penalties for refusing to participate in
politics is that you end up being governed by your inferiors without the work of plato western
thought is quite literally unthinkable no single influence has been greater in every age and in
every philosophic field even those thinkers who have rejected plato s views have found
themselves working to an agenda he set yet between the neo platonist interpretations and the
anti platonist reactions the stuff of platonism proper has often been obscured the philosopher
himself has not necessarily helped in the matter at times disconcertingly difficult at other
disarmingly simple plato can be an elusive thinker his meanings hard to pin down his dialogues
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are complex and often ironically constructed and do not simply expand his views which in any
case changed and developed over a long life in this lucid and exciting introductory guide bernard
williams takes his reader back to first principles re reading the key texts to reveal what the
philosopher actually said the result is a rediscovered plato often unexpected always fascinating
and rewarding

did plato abandon or sharply modify the theory of forms in later life in the phaedo symposium
and republicit is generally agreed that plato held that universals exist but in parmenides he
subjected that theory to criticism if the criticism were valid and plato knew so then the
parmenidesmarks a turning point in his thought if however plato became aware that there are
radical differences in the logical behaviour of concepts and the later dialogues are a record of his
attempt to analyse those differences then plato s thought can be said to have moved in a new and
vitally important direction after the parmenides studies in plato s metaphysicsbrings together
twenty essays by leading philosophers from the uk and the usa reflecting upon this important
issue and upon the questions arising from it

includes pictures many people argue that confucius is the most influential person of all time and
if having a significant effect on the greatest number of people is the criterion he may very well
be china is one of the largest and oldest civilizations on earth and confucius has been influential
there from almost the beginning the first chinese dynasty was founded around 1600 bce and
confucius lived from 551 479 bce there is little evidence that he thought of himself as a harbinger
of any kind but shortly after his death writings sayings and theories based on his life and ideas
spread throughout china and even took hold of the imperial court of one of the most powerful
and important dynasties the han 206 bce 220 ce it was during the han dynasty that confucianism
became closely tied to state affairs none of socrates works survived antiquity so most of what is
known about him came from the writings of his followers most notably plato what is known
about socrates is that he seemed to make a career out of philosophy and plato was intent on
following in his footsteps yet for all of the influence of socrates life on his followers it was socrates
death around 399 b c that truly shaped them plato was so embittered by socrates trial in athens
that he completely soured on athenian democracy and aristotle would later criticize politicians
who relied on rhetoric when aristotle s own life was threatened he fled greece and allegedly
remarked i will not allow the athenians to sin twice against philosophy since socrates wrote
nothing down or at least nothing that survived antiquity there has been a wealth of scholarship
ever since attempting to determine the person to whom the philosophical positions of the various
and genuine socratic dialogues of plato s should be attributed even though aristotle insisted that
socrates only cared about ethics and held no metaphysical theory of the kind that plato
propounded the attempt to read the ugly but wise socrates via the platonic dialogues continued
up to the 20th century about a decade after socrates death plato returned to athens and founded
his famous platonic academy around 387 b c which he oversaw for 40 years until his death one of
plato s philosophical beliefs was that writing down teachings was less valuable than passing them
down orally and several of plato s writings are responses to previous writings of his so plato s
personally held beliefs are hard to discern however plato educated several subsequent
philosophers chief among them aristotle and his writings eventually formed the backbone of
western philosophy aristotle s influence on western philosophical thought is marked by an
extensive list of crucial issues that both signaled the way forward but at the same time boggled
philosophers minds throughout the centuries aristotle s reflections on being as well as his rigorous
logic were his most important philosophical legacy but he was also an intellectual in the broadest
sense of the word his interests went beyond metaphysical questions and into practical life and
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practical knowledge from ethics to politics rhetoric and the sciences all of which left a profound
impact on western political thought and ethics naturally this has also made him one of the
foundations of knowledge and philosophical thought that subsequent philosophers relied on when
forming and refining their own philosophies marcus tullius cicero 106 43 b c was one of the most
famous romans in his day and posterity has been even kinder to him cicero was a legend in his
own time for his oratory abilities which he used to persuade fellow senators and denounce
enemies like catiline and mark antony but he was also one of rome s most prodigious writers and
political philosophers alongside pericles cicero was one of antiquity s greatest politicians and he
has remained one of the most influential statesmen

the renaissance development of science fulfilled the ancient ideal of integrating quantitative and
qualitative thinking but failed to recognize valuational thinking and thus deprived moral
aesthetic and political thought of cognitive status the task of this book is to reconstruct the concept
of thinking in order to exhibit valuation not reason as the foundation for thinking and to
integrate valuational with quantitative and qualitative modes part i explains the broad thesis
interpreting the problem of the foundations for thinking and providing a general theory of value
part ii explains the role of valuation at the imaginative level of thinking with discussions of
synthesis perception form and art the method of reconstruction requires a cosmology that is
generated in successive waves
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